
When we assess the self-help housing reconstruction method, we see that in Turkey first of

all the central government which these ministries and the general director of disaster affairs

and with the local governor of the state level, they look at the 3 different options. One is give

them the cash credits, direct financial credits to the homeowner, so what they can do is; they

can purchase a new house from the property developer wherein the second aspect, we have

the  provide  technical  support  plus  stage  by  stage  you  give  some  certain  payments  on

construction; to completion of the construction that is delivered to the homeowner.

And he again relies on the either a beneficiary managed construction or it could be he relies

on the designers of the building contractors who hire, so in that way, that is another process.

Whereas in option 3, it is completely a government-managed construction so, in this, they

rely on the contractor, so agency driven process and they finish the house and they deliver it

to the homeowner so, this is how the self-house mechanism has been conceptualized.

(Refer Slide Time: 15:22)
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And even in this process, there are so especially, in the housing process especially, in after

the  2000  Cankiri  earthquake,  there  are  also  some  other  shortcomings;  one  is  the  house

designs offered by the government have very little regard to local rural living styles and while

families can choose to use their own design, this entails hiring an architect which the owner

must pay for in manage themselves.

So, even though the family is getting an option to choose their own design but he has to pay

for the architect or the contractor and here, in this process, though the government is ready to

give them a training or provide guidance on how to build a technical support, so but it takes a

long time to educate the owners about earthquake-safe constructions and design because it

depends on their literacy levels, depends on the social and cooperation, how they come in

negotiation.

I  mean  in  contact  with  the  government  also,  they  need  to  know  some  the  managerial

techniques of how they can manage the projects themselves and in many cases, it has been

noted that contractors run away with some basic deposits and maybe having a small verbal

agreements with the owners and they run away so, in that way the whole project leave left

incomplete.

And there is no involvement of owners in important decisions whether to relocate or where to

relocate and what kind of input especially, in this process, so that is one of the important

things. 

(Refer Slide Time: 17:21)
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In Duzce province after the 1999 earthquake, you can see that in the centres and villages and

the district we have the statistical you know, the damage statistics is in providing this table

and the house is constructed through the central  government  financial  support, one is the

government mass housing process which is about 8004 who is qualified for this; owner of

badly damaged or a collapsed house?

Self-help similarly,  it  was almost  less than half  percentage  that  is  where owner of badly

damaged or collapsed house. Whereas, the repair and retrofitting process of 4874 which is

about owner of semi damaged house, which means it is possible for the reconstruction.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:10)
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So, this is where the turkey realized the sense of the self-approved, self-help development

process and that is where the new approaches, the new partnerships has been developed, this

is what we are going to discuss about 3 in different cases and in the Duzce province.

(Refer Slide Time: 18:31)

If you look at the whole process, in the disaster acts or whatever they has been, it is mainly

focus on whether  someone owns something and whether  it  is  lost  and so that  he can be

compensated whether in the form of insurance, whether in the form of; then what about a

renter; you know he was not having a house and he was completely ignored, so that is where

one has to look at how these neglected groups who are basically the renting community.

And how they are not to be considered, so that is where in Turkey, there have been some

efforts why various agencies have come forward that yes, we also need to take care of these

not only the house owners who lost the house but what about 7, 8 tenants or 20 tenants who

are living in that apartment, so what about them, who becomes homeless. So, the three case

studies which we will be discussing now.

One is the Beyciler which is in the Duzce centre, it’s the row house about 168 houses are

delivered,  here  there  is  a  international  NGO  along  with  the  partnership  with  the  local

government, the solidarity housing project in Golyaka which is a detached house about 57

houses  here,  the  international  and  national  NGO  plus  community  plus  universities,  the

UMCOR Duzce peri-urban areas which is a detached house about 220 houses.
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Here, an international NGO plus the community so, this is the three compositions of the self-

help housing process which we will be discussing further. 

(Refer Slide Time: 20:25)

In  the  first  case,  Duzce,  Beyciler  houses,  social  housing  project,  the  international  blue

crescent  entered into a cooperation  of the municipality  of the Duzce and encouraged the

Catholic Relief Services to donate about a huge sum of amount to realize a project of 168

houses and a community centre for disadvantaged families, who were not qualified in the

government schemes.

(Refer Slide Time: 20:56)

So,  this  is  where  they  focused  on  these  small  actors  you  know,  in  the  whole  project

management here, what they did was on one side, the local government is looking at the land
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support and the land allocation and the international support is looking at the Catholic Relief

Services financial support and they are looking at the permanent houses of reconstruction.

And university  of the Sakarya University  is providing a technical  support to develop the

location plans, architectural and structural and also the feasibility studies whereas, a local

NGO has been established for after the project for long term development and also who also

can look at the maintenance process of it so, this is where the communities have actually

participated in this process.

(Refer Slide Time: 21:41)

And even in this process, what happened is important some of the criticisms have observed,

families were largely absent from the important decision making of the project, apart from

what job they would do in construction and how to finish their house so, this is one of the

important because they may come from a different livelihood background, so in fact, in this

whole process, they couldn’t see much of the public participation.

Because they need to get the technical training and they are not may not be aware of it and

the second aspect is this project was only conceived for 168 houses but about 1377 who have

applied to be part of the project,  see in this process; in the whole process, when you are

looking at delivered this kind of project for with the small actors who are the rental group,

how will you decide on the number of stakeholders.

So that is where they started with them, they invited all these beneficiary groups to come

forward to  fill  the application forms so,  starting from the economic;  the lower economic
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background and their existing situations and that is how the priority has been given and that’s

the identified, only 168, so what about the others, out of 1300 odd have applied and who are

non-owners  and these,  they  are  not  complied  with these  central  government  or  the  state

government schemes.

And  also  a  Residents  Association  Beyder  was  started  by  the  beneficiaries  to  see  the

managerial and financial responsibilities of the settlement, in the long run, aspect but then

still they need the sustained input over the long term to help maintain the organization of the

community and this has actually you know, why it’s not only a delivery but one has to look at

the long-term input, how this could be sustained.

(Refer Slide Time: 23:50)

(Refer Slide Time: 24:00)
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